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Status of Endowment Capital, Livelihood Strategy and Wellbeing for the Elderly in Contemporary China
—An Analysis Based on CLASS Data
ZHANG Ruotian', ZHANG Dan', LI Shuzhuo®
(1. School of Public Policy and Administration, Xi'an Jiaotong University, Xi’an 710049, China;

2. Institute for Population and Development Studies, Xi'an Jiaotong University, Xi'an 710049, China)
Abstract Based on the "Sustainable Livelihood Framework” and the wellbeing theories, this paper uses data
from the Chinese Longitudinal Aging Social Survey CLLASS in 2014 to analyze the situation of endowment cap-
ital, livelihood strategy and well-being for the elderly in contemporary China. The results show that the en-
dowment capital in China has the highest level of human capital, and the lowest level of financial capital. Also,
aged people tend to choose the dependent livelihood strategies. And the elderly have a higher level of health
wellbeing, while the emotional support and social participation are lower. In addition, There are significant
differences in endowment capital, livelihood strategy and wellbeing among the elderly with various demographic
and social characteristics, which in turn makes the elderly show several patterns in livelihood and wellbeing.
Key words the elderly; endowment capital; livelihood strategy; wellbeing; CLASS; sustainable livelihood

framework
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