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Dual Intergenerational Relations of Rural Younger Elderly: A Perspective from
Ethics of Responsibility and an Evidence from Xiaoling Village in Shandong Province
CHI Meidi, ZHOU Jingjing
(School of Sociology and Population Studies , Nanjing University of Posts and Telecommunications » Nanjing 210023, China)
Abstract: The younger elderly group is in the dual intergenerational relations of supporting their older parents upward and their
descendants downward. The ethics of responsibility is an important cultural force to shape the dual intergenerational relations of
this group, and family support for the elderly and extended reproduction of family are the realistic reasons for the imbalance of dual
intergenerational relations of this group. Taking XiaolingVillage in eastern Shandong as an example, this study reveals the
unbalanced dilemma of the dual intergenerational relations of filial piety and caring for children faced by this group in physical
discipline and self-sacrifice, and at the same time, it has reached a balance through family emotion acquisition and self~worth
realization. This study provides a new perspective for understanding and identifying the characteristics of the new stage of aging
society, solving the realistic problems of rural elderly care and building an aging-friendly society.
Key words: young elderly in rural areas; ethics of responsibility; dual intergenerational relations; family support for the elderly;

extend reproductionof family
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