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Title: Absence and Substitution: From “Raising Children for Old age” to “Supporting the Elderly” —Based on a Survey of S
Village in Northeast China

Abstract: In the past 20 years, supporting the aged with partners has gradually become a new choice for the widowed elderly in
rural areas. Partner’s care is a transitional strategy in the process of transition from traditional family care mode to modern social care
mode. Based on the way of providing for the aged in the exchange of resources, the way of meeting the needs of quasi families and the
ethical and cultural support of parental kindness, supporting the aged with partners are beneficial to alleviate the pension problem of
the rural widowed elderly. But at the same time, it is also faced with the dilemma of the absence of marriage ethics and the contraction
of family responsibility, resulting in new problems such as periodic and low constraint, unable to form a stable long-term mechanism,
which may make the elderly fall into a deeper crisis. The formation and dilemma of the phenomenon show that it is difficult to
completely solve the supporting problem for the aged by relying solely on the private and non-institutionalized strategy. It is urgent to
establish and improve the institutionalized service supply mode for supporting the aged in rural areas.

Key Words: Rural Aging-Care; Supporting the Aged with Partners; Changes of the Supporting Mode for the Aged; Practical
Strategy; Ethical Dilemma
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