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An Interpretation of Documentary of Repaying Mother's
Loving-kindness by Accompanying

Abstract

"The crow feeds back, the lamb kneels to breast”, when it comes to goodness,
filial piety always comes first. As the traditional virtue of the Chinese nation, filial
piety is not only the spiritual and ethical foundation of interpersonal communication
in traditional Chinese society, but also an important part of the spiritual civilization of
modern society. In the context of pursuing the "Chinese Dream" and building a
harmonious society, it is of great social significance to express "filial piety" in film
and television works. Taking graduate student Zhao Jianjun as the subject and
tracking to film nearly two years, the character documentary "Repaying Mother's
Loving-kindness by Accompanying" chronologically records his story of taking his
mother, who was disabled in a car accident. In terms of content, the film integrates the
true feelings between mother and son in a simple camera through audiovisual
language. On the one hand, the film shows the excellent traditional virtue of "never
tired of filial piety and never enough to pay maternal love back", and reflects the
noble personality charm in the ordinary deeds of filial piety; On the other hand, it also
shows the protagonist's growth after experiencing difficulties and the process of
taking responsibility.

The theme of this film is to express the traditional virtues of filial piety of
contemporary youth and their growth in the process of taking responsibility, which
mainly includes three levels: the first level shows Zhao Jianjun's scense of
responsibility to keep his mother with him in college; The second level shows the
change and growth of his mentality in the process of taking care of his mother; The
third level is to stimulate the exemplary power of moral models and awakens the
society's awareness and thinking about the traditional filial piety virtue of the Chinese
nation.

The film is mainly composed of Zhao Jianjun's events of taking his disabled
mother to university in the past two years, with some interviews being inserted. In
compliance with chronological order, the film can be divided into three sections in
which the life of the protagonist and his mother in school, in hospital and in home are
showed respectively.

Following the principle of authenticity editing, the film does not simplify the

characters but adopts an observational civilian perspective to directly show the real



state of the characters. Under the premise of ensuring authenticity, the editing
technique of montage is used to adjust the rhythm of the narrative. In term of pictures
and sounds, objective shots and oral narration of the protagonist are mainly used,
accompanied by simultaneous sound and background sound. The background music is
appropriately used and narrative and lyricism are taken into account on the basis of
truth.

There is still room to improve this production, such as most of scenes are
single-camera, which is not rich enough; so much simultaneous sound is used that the
ambient sound is a bit noisy; and the quality of the radio needs to be improved; some
frames are unstable.

Keywords: Filial piety, Character documentary, Moral model, Youth
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