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Influence of Social Support on Willingness
of Seniors Staying in Nursing Homes:
Findings from Survey Data of Seven Provinces

WU Hai=xia
( Institute of Population and Labor Economics China Academy of Social Science Beijing 100028  China)

Abstract: Using sample data from a survey of urban-rural family structure and intergenerational relationship
in seven provinces conducted by Institute of Population and Labor Economics China Academy of Social Sci—
ence the status of the 60 and more than 60 years old senior’s willingness of staying in nursing homes in rural
and urban areas in China are analyzed. And the influence of factors of the formal and informal social supports
on their willingness to stay in the nursing homes are also empirically analyzed. The results of the study reveal
that currently the ratio of the seniors who are willing to stay in the nursing homes both in rural and urban are—
as is still relatively lower than that of the home-based care for most of them. The formal support like the bas—
ic endowment insurance has a little effect on their willingness to stay in the nursing homes and the supports
given by their children are still the main determinants of them to stay in nursing homes willingly in China.
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