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Abstract: Chengdu City is choosed as the research area in this paper, in-depth interviews and social
surveys in large scale were conducted to obtain data on the elderly’s living patterns, via discriminant
analysis and binary logistic regression, to recognize the social and cultural factors of the elderly’s living
mode choice in Chinese cities. The results indicate that, close to the work place of their children, be
willing to live with their children, having only child, taking care of their grandchildren, used to living
together, relatives and friends are all around, loving the excitement of a big family, these factors
contribute to intergenerational co-living. In addition, the concept of raising children for old age, fearing
of being abandoned by children, and scared to the high cost of pension institutions, have a certain positive
impact on intergenerational co-living. The elderly who bear all the living expenses by themselves or their
spouse, relatively old, having different living habits from their children, will consider living in the
pension institution. The absence of children, unwillingness of children to live together, holding elderly
care services are relatively complete, have a certain positive impact on the elderly’s going to nursing
institutions. Owning the property right of the house, spouse is living, the degree of education is
relatively high, bearing all living expenses, liking private space, relatives and friends are in the vicinity,

are positive to intergenerational separation (live with the spouse only). Getting used to the current life
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state, fearing of rejection from children, having great difference in living habits from children, have a

certain positive impact on intergenerational separation.

Key words: urban aged people; intergenerational household cohabitation; intergenerational household

separation; live in nursing homes; social and cultural factors
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