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A Multi-Factor Analysis on the Life Satisfaction of the Elderly and Choices of the Elderly Support
Patterns in Rural Areas: Based on the Households Survey on the Left-behind Elderly

Wang Yanfang Wang Xutao

Southwestern University of Finance and Economics Chengdu 611130

Abstract: As the socio-economic structures changes constantly in rural areas the conditions of the elderly support in
those areas are quite alarming. Due to the weakening family support and the under-established social support system the elderly
in rural areas are caught in troubles of which financially dependence lack of care and loneliness are the most serious ones.
What are the factors affecting their satisfaction then? And what are the reasons behind their choices between family support and
institution support? This paper is about to practice empirical analysis through Logit Model based on the survey conducted in
Luzhou City of Sichuan province in April 2013. The survey found that among the selected significant explanatory variables
which affect the life satisfaction of the elderly annul income source of daily expenditures the new type of rural cooperative
medical care system the filial piety of the offspring and care from governments and society do positive impacts whereas age
educational level do otherwise. Besides among the selected significant explanatory variables which affect the choices of the eld—
erly support patterns age and the frequency of contacts with children who migrant to cities for better income impose positive im—
pacts while the number of children and major source of expenditures work on the contrary.
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