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Living Arrangements, Family Strategies, and the Subjectivity of
the Elderly in an Impoverished Village of Guangxi

ZHANG Youchun, DU Tingting

Abstract: Present researches on the elderly population in rural areas are more macroscopic and
theoretical than microscopic and empirical, with more perspectives from outsiders and less from within
the families and the elderly themselves. In the Yichou Village of Guangxi province, elderly members of
a family often do chores and farm work of their own accord where their physical conditions permit, and
continue to play their roles in family life by participating in decision—making, though in varying de-
grees. In choosing the marriage modes, and dividing families, young people often take into considera-
tion of the needs of the elders. In the context when revitalization of rural economy is becoming a key
policy, efforts should be made to make use of the initiatives of families and promote the subjectivity of
the elders to tap the potentials of villages in providing care and support to the elderly. This should be
deemed as a significant move towards rural development.
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