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A Comparative Study on the Idea of Elderly Care between

Citizens and Peasants
Li Guoliang
(School of Administrative Law, Southwest University of Political Science and Law, Chongqing 401120, China)

Abstract: With the formation and evolution of the dual structure between urban and rural areas in
modern China, the traditional elderly care practice of living together and sharing property has taken a different
development path between urban and rural areas. The urban and rural elderly care is not only hovering and
selecting between feedback mode and relay mode, but also inheriting and reforming the traditional and modern
model. Any kind of elderly care cannot be separated from the definition of elderly care idea. With the data of
Chinese public idea of elderly care, the paper is based on the identity of urban and rural residents. Then,
through the analysis of the main body, content and model of elderly care, the thesis shows the direction which
the urban and rural idea of elderly care pointed to. First, citizen and peasants have recognized the diversity of
providing for the aged. Offspring is still the ideal supporter. Secondly, citizens and peasants have a different
understanding on the resources of elderly care. Citizens see the economy and emotions as key factors affecting
their elderly lives. Finally, the expectation of the citizens and peasants are consistent with the model of elderly
care. People want to live with their offspring in their later years. Family support for the elderly is the most
common idea of citizens and peasants. Responsibility ethics gives the family a strong vitality. The
transformation of family support from the traditional to the modern is the embodiment of home—-based culture.
The influence of traditional Chinese culture on the modern concept is the foundation of China’s pension
system. First, it is suggested to cultivate the new culture of elderly care and form the social atmosphere of
respecting the elderly. Second, it is advisable to improve the legal system for elderly people in order to create a
life which elders will be looked after properly. Third, it is suggested to build a multi—family support system
supported by both family and society.

Key words: idea of elderly care; family culture; elder—care pattern; elderly care by family; elderly care by

society; dual structure between urban and rural areas
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