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A Comparative Analysis of Only—child and

Multi—child Elderly’s Care Preferences in China
WU Haixia', WU Fan’
(1. Institute of Population and Labor Economics , Chinese Academy of Social Science , Beijing , 100710 , China
2. Department of Social Work and Social Policy ,Nankai University , Tianjin , 300350, China)

Abstract: Using the data of China Longitudinal Aging Social Survey in 2018, this paper reveals the current
status of only—child and multi—child elderly in China. And the determinants influencing the elderly’s care
preferences are also analyzed. It is found that more than 40% of the elderly in urban and rural areas are will-
ing to live in nursing homes in future. More than half of the only—child elderly are expected to live in nurs-
ing homes, which is higher than the elderly with two and above children. Those elderly with two and above
children having more actual caretakers in the family have lower possibility to have preference to live in
nurse home. And only—child elderly and elderly with two and above children receiving the emotional sup-
port from their children in daily life have lower possibility to have preference to live in nurse home. Resi-
dential differentiation affects the elderly’s care preference. The only—child elderly and the elderly with two
and above children living in neighborhood communities and commercial housing communities are more like-
ly to have preference for living in nursing homes , while the elderly with two and above children living in in-
demnificatory housing communities have lower possibility to live in nurse home. Regional socio—economic
differences will increase the possibility of the elderly with two and above children and the one—child elderly
to go to nurse home in the future in the eastern and northeastern areas, while it will reduce the willingness
of the only—child elderly to live in nursing homes in the central and western areas in China. Urban house-
hold registration will increase the risk of the elderly living in nursing homes , and this promotion effect is the
strongest among the elderly with two and above children living in the same region. The planning of the
social care service system needs to adapt according to the diversities and differences of the elderly under
the background of below replacement fertility and population aging.

Key Words: Care Preference, the Elderly with Only Child, the Elderly with Two and Above Children, Aged

Caring at Home, Aged Caring at Institution
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