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A Gendered Perspective on the Life Histories of
Rural Left-behind Women

WANG Wei HU Kexin

Abstract In the process of China’ s modernization rural left-hehind women in different stage of her life cycle all are
bearing enormous social costs silently. Since the double coercion from the state economic and social reconstruction and the
traditional patriarchy they’ ve been deprived of the equal migration chance to males. Meanwhile they are required to take
on multiple roles which are far beyond traditional gender norms within the family. Restricted by the rigid demand arising
successively from family life cycle they almost can’t get away from the fate of being left behind: from left-behind female
children growing solitarily to left-behind women housekeeping lonely then to lefi-behind elderly females living alone. In
their long and short life histories what they’ ve suffered from is a left-behind life characterized by entire solitude.

Keywords Lefi-behind female children; Lefi-behind women; Left-behind elderly females; Life history



