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How Does the Children’s Taking Care Affect the Elderly Health?

—Based on Propensity Score Matching (PSM) Counterfactual Estimate
Jia Cangcang, He Weiwei
(1.School of Government, Nanjing University, Nanjing, Jiangsu 210093;
2.School of Economics, Research Center of New Structural Economics, Southwest University of
Political Science and Law, Chongging 401120)
Abstract: Based on the 2017 to 2018 cross—sectional data from the Chinese Longitudinal Healthy Longevity Survey (CLHLS), this
paper uses the propensity score matching (PSM) method to empirically analyze the impact of children’s taking care on the elderly
health, and compare the group differences under varied ages, genders and urban—rural areas. The results show that the children’s
taking care will significantly increase the self-rated health and life satisfaction of the elderly by 7.2%~8.2% and 5.2%~6.0% respec-
tively. The results of group differences show that compared with the younger, female and urban elderly, the children’s taking care
has a higher effect on the health of the oldest, male and rural elderly. In order to effectively alleviate the risks of long—term care for
the elderly, while giving full play to the supporting role of informal care, the formal care system should be accelerated to improve.

Keywords: children’s taking care; elderly health; propensity score matching method
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