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Fig.2  Co-authorship network of rural residents” welfare research in China
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Abstract: With the development of economy and society and the continuous promotion of rural revitalization the
living standards of Chinese people have been greatly improved. Unfortunately the significant gap between urban
and rural is still a major problem restricting the improvement of rural residents” happiness. A proper understanding
of residents” welfare is prerequisite to solve the three dimensional rural issues and realize the integrated
development and rural revitalization in urban and rural areas. On the basis of relevant literature this paper reviewed
the research on rural residents” welfare in China and used CiteSpace visual literature analysis tool to analyze
literature. The results show that: (1) The research on rural residents” welfare in China experienced the embryonic
stage ( before 1978) the preliminary development stage ( from 1978 to the end of the 20th century) and the rapid
development stage ( since the 21st century) . The research field expanded from economics and sociology to
comprehensive agricultural science geography ecology and environmental science. In recent years rural
residents” welfare research in China showed three characteristics: multi-disciplinary transformation in the research

field multi-scale transformation in the research object and international transformation in the research vision.
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(2) The research on the welfare of rural residents in China focused on the impact of the policies on the rural
residents” welfare the rural residents” welfare gap the welfare of the rural vulnerable groups the relationship
between ecosystem services and rural residents” welfare and the rural residents” cognitive on welfare. (3) Under
the guidance of different welfare thoughts the research on residents” welfare abroad was deepening. At present the
research showed three tendencies: paying more attention to the combination of subjective and objective welfare

paying more attention to the temporal and spatial characteristics of rural residents” welfare and paying more
attention to the sustainability of rural residents” welfare. The research method of rural residents” welfare changed
from qualitative description to quantitative evaluation. Compared with the international focus on theory and
knowledge creation the rural residents” welfare research in China paid more attention to practice and application.
(4) Combined with international research trends and domestic research characteristics this paper put forward the
main directions of future research on rural residents” welfare in China: paying equal attention to interdisciplinary
and theoretical innovation following major national strategic decisions promoting simultaneously the development

of spatio-temporal study of key areas and integrating the traditional and computer methods.

Key words: rural residents” welfare; well-being; development process; characteristic; welfare index; China



