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The Characteristics, Logic and Effects of the Elderly Supports for Exchange :
A Survey in the North China Plain Area

Wang Hai-juan
Research Center for China Rural Government, Huazhong University of Science and Technology ,
WuHan, HuBei, 430074

Abstract: The survey in North China Plain areas finds that there are increasingly more elderly supports for exchange in
rural areas and the contents for exchange of elderly supports become increasingly more materialistic, clear and indexation.
The logic of exchange for supporting the elderly is no longer the ethical responsibility to repay parents’ upbringing,
instead, it is the economic rationality that supporting the elderly can achieve more interests and benefits from the elderly. This
exchange for elderly supports shows increasingly more social inequality and results in the life deterioration of the elderly, the
equalization of intergenerational relations and the loss of life meaning of life and other far-reaching implications.

Key words: Elderly support for Exchange, Intergenerational Relations, FEconomic Rationality; Ethical Responsibility

60



