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Elderly Support Cooperation Among Siblings .
Facts, Rules and Urban-rural Differences

Analysis Based on CHARLS 2015
ZHENG Dan-dan, LIU Xiao—min, HUST

Abstract; Chinese families support their parents mainly through the cooperation among adult children.
Under the background of progress in gender equality, unbalanced economic development between urban and
rural areas and increasingly serious aging, it is necessary to explore the current situation and specific rules of
cooperative elderly support among adult siblings in Chinese families. Using CHARLS 2015 data, this paper ex-
amines the impact of sibling relations, especially the hierarchical structure among siblings, on intergeneration-
al financial support from an individual perspective. The study found that there are obvious urban—rural differ-
ences in the impact of siblings on individual intergenerational financial support, and the cooperation among
siblings mainly occurs in rural areas. In the case of cooperation rules among children, age and gender have a
small part to play while the role of situation difference or stratification is more important, which means the
children in good situation in the family will bear more responsibility. This paper proposes to pay attention to the
care and emotional needs of the elderly in urban areas, and explore the complex relationship between different
dimensions of elderly care when families purchase care services. For the elderly in rural areas, the regional e-
conomic development level should be considered, and variables such as elderly care culture and village char-
acteristics should be included to deeply understand the internal mechanism of sibling cooperative support to
parents.

Key words: siblings; intergenerational financial support; cooperative support to parents; urban—rural

differences
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