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Abstract

In the context of an aging population, how to provide for the elderly is not only a
choice that every elderly person will face, but also a touchstone that tests the level of
social development. The elderly care methods in China include family care, institution

al care, and social care. Among them, family care is the oldest elderly care method in
China. In traditional rural areas, due to the incomplete social elderly care system, fami
ly elderly care is the main way for the elderly. However, in the process of modernizati
on, the order of family elderly care in rural areas has been impacted, and the elderly ¢
are function of families has weakened. Therefore, studying how to reshape the order o
f rural family elderly care is of great significance for improving the elderly care securi
ty in rural areas.

YK Town, under the jurisdiction of Y County, Ganzhou City, Jiangxi Province, is
a typical Hakka village. In this traditional village, a group of hardworking and honest
elderly people live, selflessly dedicating themselves to the development of their
descendants. These elders, who have toiled their whole lives, rely on their sons for
support in their later years. Raising children to guard against old age is the primary
preparation they make for their twilight years, and social pensions are a luxurious and
unfamiliar concept. In the context of urbanization, a large number of young people
from YK Town flood into cities, causing severe hollowing out and aging of the YK
Town, the elders' reliance on their traditional means of support begins to waver.
Taking YK Town in the Hakka settlement area as a case study, research is conducted
from the perspective of family provision order, using methods such as
literature analysis,field interviews and participant observation. The results show that
due to the influence of urbanization, rural youth pursue development in cities,
resulting in the loss of rural family provision resources, which in turn impacts the
traditional intergenerational reciprocity model. In the fierce social competition, in
order to improve the family's social competitiveness, family resources are tilted
towards the grandchildren. Elders support the family's development through
grandparenting, leading to an imbalance between support and upbringing, and
reducing the living space for rural elderly in their later years. The allocation of
support responsibility is a problem faced by multi-child families, and the competition
among children and the division of support responsibilities become one of the reasons

for the elders' unstable living conditions in their later years. High dowries intensify
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the separation between daughters and their original families, driving the buyout of
provision responsibilities. The struggle for control over family life intensifies
intergenerational conflicts and reduces the quality of life for rural elderly in their
twilight years. Based on the research analysis, the conclusion is drawn that the
traditional concept of elderly care can no longer adapt to societal development, and
the rural family provision order is being challenged.

YK Town, which mainly relies on family provisions, represents the elderly care
model of the majority of rural areas in China. Studying YK Town's family provision
issues can provide reference for solving rural elderly care problems. The paper
focuses on family provisions and proposes suggestions for reshaping the family
provision order from both family and government perspectives: 1) clarify the division
of labor for family provisions and strengthen supervision over the division; 2)
establish a reward and punishment mechanism for support to motivate children; 3)
establish a rigid demand system for the elderly and play a supplementary role for the
government; 4) innovate the provision insurance system and expand the channels for

farmers to support themselves.

Keywords: Rural Elderly Care; Rural Families; Elderly Care Order; Hakka Villages

and Towns
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