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Study on the influencing factors of changes in the family structure of the elderly in rural area
WANG Ping, TONG Chan,HE Jiaojiao,LI Yiming

School of Management,Xi 'an University of Science and Technology,Shaanxi 710054 China

Abstract Objective: To study the influencing factors of changes in the family structure of the elderly in rural area. Methods: A total
of 1 224 elderly people,who were in rural Chaohu city Anhui province,were surveyed by the Institute of Population and Development
of Xi 'an Jiaotong University in June 2009, September 2012, September 2015 and July 2018. This paper mainly studied its influence on
the change of rural elderly family structure from three aspects, which were individual characteristics of the elderly, the individual characteristics of
the children and the two-way intergenerational support between the elderly and their children. Results: The individual characteristics of
the elderly , the status of their children and the two-way intergenerational support had a significant impact on the changes in the family structure
of the elderly parents. The increase in age significantly reduced the possibility that their family structure will change into a couple’s nuclear
family, and the possibility of female elderly changing was lower than that of male elderly. Widowed male elderly who owned their own
houses were more likely to live alone and had better ability to take care of themselves in daily life. The family structure of the elderly was
more inclined to change to a single family. The more the number of sons, the more likely the elderly were to live alone. When a son lived
in the village, the family structure tended to change to live with the children, and the son went out to work and returned to the elderly, the
impact of changes in family structure was opposite. Intergenerational support also had a significant impact on changes in the family structure
of the elderly. The changes in family structure were the result of a two-way choice between parents and offspring. Conclusion: we had
shown that the traditional Chinese culture of filial piety were still playing an important role in family care for the elderly in rural areas during
changes in family structure.
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