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Can Parent-Child Living Together

Improve the Well-being of the Elderly?
Evident Based on CLHLS Data
JIANG Kezhong, CHEN Youhua
(School of Social and Behavioral Sciences , Nanjing University , Nanjing Jiangsu,210046 , China )

Abstract: This paper uses 2008 “Chinese Longitudinal Healthy Longevity” survey data and Maddala’ s
treatment effects model to conduct empirical study of the effect of parent—child living mode on the subjec-
tive well-being of the elderly. In general , parent—child living together significantly contributes to active sub-
jective well-being of the elderly, and helps restrain the negative side, and restrains the subjective negative
well-being of the elderly. At the same time, the health status, marital status, abilities to perform ADLs (ac-
tivities of daily living) , and living standard all have also remarkably improve the mental status of the elder-
ly; the pension and medical insurance can significantly improve the subjective well-being of the elderly;
the traditional “son preference” and “more sons more happiness” is challenged. Based on the background
of family scale, structure and stability transformation of Chinese families, in order to improve the welfare of
the elderly, it requires the government not only to strengthen the social security, but also take measures to

continue and expand the family security functions.

Key Words: Living Mode, Subjective Well-being, Treatment Effects Model
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