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Abstract: Wellbeing has been a widely researched topic by Chinese and foreign scholars from the
perspective of intergenerational relations. To systematically explore the connections between the
sense of wellbeing among Chinese elders and the role of reciprocity in intergenerational relations,
the present article draws on the findings generated by a logistic regression model constructed on

the basis of the 2011-2012 data of the Chinese Longitudinal Health Longevity Survey. One of
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the findings we have made is the close association of older people’s sense of wellbeing with their
continuous economic support to their children. This finding shows that the “reversal of nurturing”
theory popular in discussions about intergenerational relations of the Chinese family system may
well be a one-dimensional framework of interpretation. Alternatively phrased, the social fact that
many older people even in their advanced years continue to give economic support to their children
should be given proper recognition in our analysis.
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