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Abstract: Based on AMOS model, along with the national investigation data of China Health
and Retirement Longitudinal Study (CHARLS) in 2013, this paper compiles socioeconomic
status, pension incomes, health and life satisfaction of older adults as a interactional system, to
investigate the factors of gender differences of life satisfaction. The results show that: (1) the
impact of socioeconomic status on male's physical health is significant positive but is indistinctive
on female; (2) higher socioeconomic status significantly reduces life satisfaction; (3) female’s
pension incomes are worse than male’s, the impacts of pension incomes on both physical and
mental health are not significant while the impact on life satisfaction is significant; (4) physical
health lies a significantly positive effect on male’s life satisfaction but insignificant on female's.
It is important to consider gender differences on public policies, thus to improve the equality
of socioeconomic status between males and females, which has crucial meanings on improving
health condition and life satisfaction on older adults.
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