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The Vulnerability Assessment of Family Support for the Elderly
in Rural China: An Empirical Study Based on Data from Anhui

Xu Jie Li Shuzhuo Wu Zheng Liu Wei

Abstract: This paper uses data from the survey of “Well-being of Elderly in Anhui Province China”
conducted by the Institute for Population and Development of Xi’” an Jiaotong University. Based on the “ex—
posure-sensitivity-adaptive capacity” analysis framework of the Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change
(IPCC) and a comprehensive index assessment model the study builds an assessment index system and an
assessment model for the vulnerability of rural elderly family which are based on the exposure level sensi—
tivity and adaptive capacity of elderly rural family. The Vulnerability Index is used to measure the vulnera—
bility of rural elderly family and the types of vulnerability indexes and their dimensional differences are dis—
cussed. The results show that the vulnerability of old-age support systems of rural elderly family maintained a
high level; 51.81% of respondents are belonged to high-and medium-evel vulnerable families. Rural elder—
ly living in the highdevel vulnerable families have the characteristics of seniority low education level low a-
bility of ADLs and low family income. The characteristics of medium-evel vulnerable rural elderly families
are similar to those of highdevel vulnerable families. The levels of exposure and sensitivity of rural elderly
families with widowed elders having daughters only or do not live with children and grandchildren are high.
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Table 1 The Evaluation Index of Vulnerability of Old-age Supporting System of Rural Elderly Family
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Table 2 Characteristics of Different Vulnerability Level of Rural Elderly Family

() 72.0 73.8 73.3 70. 4

0 1 2 3 0. 448 0.315 0.363  0.553
0~30( ) 3.921 7.630 4.720  2.260
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Figure 1  The Vulnerability Exposure Sensitivity and Adaptive Capacity of Different Marital Status of Rural Elderly Family
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Figure 2 The Vulnerability Exposure Sensitivity and Adaptive
Capacity of Different Children Structure of Rural Elderly Family
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Figure 3 The Vulnerability Exposure Sensitivity and Adaptive
Capacity of Different Living Arrangement of Rural Elderly Family
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